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Introduction 

FIRE Africa
The Fund for Internet Research and Development – FIRE 

Africa – is Africa’s leading Grants and Awards programme 

designed to encourage, support and develop innovative 

online solutions to Africa’s education, information, 

infrastructure and communication needs.

CREATE. ENABLE. CONNECT 

Even with the lowest Internet penetration rates anywhere in 

the world, and with one of the largest as-yet unconnected 

populations anywhere on earth, Africa’s online economy 

is growing steadily, largely due to the expansion of mobile 

Internet technologies in the region. 

We believe that the Internet plays a critical role in 

Africa’s social and economic development.  

FIRE Africa provides funds for projects, initiatives, tools and 

platforms that harness the power of the Internet to empower 

the local and regional community to solve the region’s 

unique online communications problems. Since we ran our 

pilot project in 2007 to identify innovative ICT solutions to 

the challenges faced by local communities, FIRE Africa has 

grown into a fully-fledged programme that has helped over 30 

initiatives in 16 countries over the last eight years. Our first full 

round of Grants and Awards took place in 2013.

FIRE Africa Highlights
Overall funding since 2007: US$ 446,820

Total funding given as FIRE Grants: US$ 213,040

Total funding given as FIRE Awards: US$ 27,550

Total funding allocated as travel grants: US$ 76,260

Workshops held: 6 

African Entrepreneurs given FIRE Grants: 15

African Entrepreneurs given FIRE Awards: 15

Projects originating in 16 different countries
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AFRINC’s Role as Secretariat
The African Network Information Centre (AFRINIC) is the 

Regional Internet Registry (RIR) for Africa and the Indian 

Ocean. Founded in 2004, it is 

responsible for the distribution and 

management of Internet number 

resources (IPv4/IPv6 addresses 

and ASNs) and serves 56 economies in the region. AFRINIC 

is also committed to playing a leading role in capacity building 

by providing training, knowledge share and financial facilitate 

to support infrastructure development, access and content 

provision throughout the region. As part of this commitment, 

AFRINIC acts as the FIRE Africa secretariat and is a major 

donor to the programme. www.afrinic.net

IGNITING THE FIRE 

FIRE Africa was created in 2007 after Dr. Nii Quaynor, one 

of the founding fathers of the African Internet, generously 

donated his Jon Postel Award honorarium in order to 

boost African grassroots projects and ignite homegrown 

innovation. Donations from Prof. Kilnam Chon and Team 

Cymru also ensured that FIRE Africa was off to a great start. 

In 2012, The Internet Society gave the program a boost with 

a $30,000 donation.

The Seed Alliance
In 2012, AFRINIC joined forces with the International 

Development Research Centre (IDRC), APNIC, LACNIC, 

and the Swedish National Development Agency. Together, 

they are known as the Seed Alliance, and form a worldwide 

coalition to support innovation for Internet development 

across the entire global south. 

HELPING IDEAS GROW

The Seed Alliance provides a platform for knowledge share 

and provides increased visibility for participating projects 

and sponsors. It also helps to develop best practice 

frameworks, facilitates cross-continental mentoring, and 

offers extended networking opportunities for participants, 

partners and sponsors.

The Seed Alliance contributes 

to strengthening the openness, 

inclusiveness and development 

of the Internet in terms of safe, 

equitable and affordable access to efficient and reliable 

infrastructure, content and services in ways that meet 

the needs of local communities.

APNIC
APNIC (the RIR for Asia Pacific) facilitates 

the Information Society Innovation Fund - 

ISIF Asia. www.isif.asia

LACNIC
LACNIC (the RIR for Latin America and 

the Caribbean) facilitates the Fund for 

Digital Innovation in Latin America - 

FRIDA. www.programafrida.net

Introduction

Dr. Nii Quaynor, whose generous donation kickstarted 
FIRE Africa. | © ghana.com
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How FIRE Africa Works  
FIRE Africa offers Awards or Grants to project proposals 

submitted by organisations, universities, and research & 

development institutions that are based in Africa. Grants 

and Awards are distributed on a yearly basis. There are two 

methods of funding depending on the maturity of a project:

•	 Awards of up to US$ 3,000 are given to initiatives  

already in their final stages of implementation. 

•	 Grants between US$ 7,500 - 10,000 are given to 

initiatives that have an implementation period of between 

6-12 months.  

Funding Categories
All projects must be aligned with one of our current funding 

categories: 

INNOVATION ON ACCESS PROVISION

Access to ICT is a prevalent issue in the African region, 

especially for services that require broadband connectivity. 

We actively seek out projects that: 

•	 Provide innovative ways for communities to access 

technology.

•	 Offer low cost deployment, low power consumption and 

low maintenance ICT solutions. 

•	 Improve and increase access to fixed and mobile Internet. 

•	 Enhance and improve the quality of access to ICT in terms 

of linguistic diversity and access for those with disabilities.

E-DEVELOPMENT 

In this category, we fund projects that:

•	 Develop, deploy and enhance local content, applications or 

solutions that support large-scale information dissemination.

•	 Use a range of network infrastructures and a variety 

of devices to inform, communicate and disseminate 

information.  

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

We fund initiatives that focus on a wide range of issues 

related to Internet rights, privacy, and human rights, including 

projects that involve:

•	 Freedom of expression and freedom of association.

•	 Privacy and security.

•	 Consumer rights.

•	 Intellectual property in the digital environment.

About 
FIRE Africa

Grant Proposal Development Workshop Djibouti
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COMMUNITY CHOICE

We believe that community involvement is key to the success 

of innovation and provide the opportunity for the public to 

vote for their favourite project in the Community Choice 

category.  

Selection Criteria 
Every project submitted is screened by AFRINIC, 

FIRE Africa’s secretariat, and finalists are selected 

based on compliance with the submission criteria. The 

selection committee is composed of one representative 

from AFRINIC and from each of FIRE Africa’s partner 

organisations: the International Development Research 

Centre (IDRC) of Canada, APNIC and LACNIC and the 

Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). 

The committee reviews all eligible projects and selects 

the winning projects by vote. In addition, the selection 

committee publishes a shortlist of eligible projects for the 

community to vote on in the Community Choice Category 

(see above). You can find out more details about eligibility, 

how to apply, the selection criteria, reporting and more at: 

www.fireafrica.org/faq

Workshops and Knowledge Share
As part of the programme, we offer our Grant and Award 

winners the opportunity to attend various workshops and 

training sessions held throughout Africa that focus on issues 

relevant to ICT entrepreneurs and innovators. Workshops 

are conducted in French and English. Videos of the 

workshops are made available on www.fireafrica.org. We 

also provide travel grants for some of our winners to travel 

to relevant global conferences to showcase their products, 

projects and concepts, to enable them to network with 

peers, and to facilitate knowledge share. 

About FIRE Africa

Grant Proposal Development Workshop Abidjan

Calling All African Innovators 

and Entrepreneurs
Have you got a great idea? Does it use 

ICT to solve an issue in your community? 

Maybe you’re working on a mobile app 

to help rural healthcare professionals 

connect with patients. Or perhaps you’re 

designing a low cost mesh network to 

help get isolated communities online. If 

your ideas are aligned with one of our 

funding categories, you could have the 

chance to win a FIRE Africa Award or 

receive a FIRE Africa Grant. Check  

www.fireafrica.org for more information 

on how to apply. 
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Since 2013, 61 entrepreneurs and 
innovators have attended a FIRE 
Africa Workshop

About FIRE Africa

FIRE Africa Workshops
•	 Marketing (English/French) | Tunis, Tunisia | June 2015

•	 Intellectual Property Rights (English) | Ebene, Mauritius | 

November 2014

•	 Grant Proposal Development (French) | Djibouti | June 

2014

•	 Project Monitoring and Evaluation (English) | Djibouti | June 

2014

•	 Grant Proposal Development (French) | Abidjan, Ivory 

Coast | November 2013 

•	 Project Monitoring and Evaluation (English) | Lusaka, 

Zambia | June 2013

Intellectual Property Rights Workshop Mauritius

“Our trainer managed to squeeze 

in a quick lesson on finance, 

which was most useful; it helped 

us understand its importance 

and how to interpret information 

properly to maintain financial 

success in our businesses. I’ve 

already started to implement the 

lessons learnt in Tunis into my 

businesses back home.” 

Jayson Johannes, South Africa, Fire 

Grant winner 2013, attended Marketing 

Workshop in Tunis, Tunisa, June 2015. 



(Source: “Women and the Web”, Intel, 2012.) 

Throughout the 
developing world, 
around 25% less 
women than men 
have access to the 
Internet. The gender 
gap soars to nearly 
45% in regions like 
sub-Saharan Africa.

| 10
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Women in ICT  
Although Africa has seen rapid expansion of the Internet in 

recent years, women are still hugely underrepresented in 

technology. In many developing regions, cultural and societal 

barriers, discrimination, poverty and lack of basic education 

limit women’s access to the Internet and to ICT training. FIRE 

Africa believes that access to the Internet is imperative to the 

empowerment of women to overcome these restrictions and 

to bridge the growing online gender divide. Access to ICT is 

essential for enabling any entrepreneur to nurture their ideas 

but for women, being able to access online resources can 

help them foster solutions to the day-to-day gender-related 

issues faced by women all over the world. 

HOW FIRE AFRICA IS HELPING TO CLOSE THE GAP  

FIRE Africa actively encourages women to apply for Grants 

and Awards. Female entrepreneurs are also encouraged to 

participate in FIRE Workshops and to take advantage of FIRE 

Travel Grants to enable them to attend global ICT events. 

We also help to facilitate the “Women in ICT” lunches that 

take place during AFRINIC Meetings and the Africa Internet 

Summits (AIS). These lunches bring together women from 

all over the world to discuss challenges, successes and 

achievements as well as to facilitate knowledge share. 

Find out more about AFRINIC Meetings and the AIS at 

www.afrinic.net/meetings

Travel Grants 
Rainatou Sow, winner of a FIRE Award 

in 2013, Founder and Executive Director 

of Make Every Woman Count (see page 

23), was selected by the FIRE Africa 

Programme to attend the Stockholm 

Internet Forum in May 2014. Rainatou 

chaired a panel on “Sharing Knowledge 

& Creating Spaces: How can Access 

to Information, Communication and 

Technologies Promote Opportunities for 

Women and Girls?” 

Closing the 
Gender Gap 

Women in ICT lunch, Djibouti.

11 | 
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2014 FIRE Grant Recipients 
The eleven 2014 Grant recipients each received US$ 10,000. 

INNOVATION IN ACCESS PROVISION

Android Application to identify and track the states of 

damaged infrastructure

Organisation: Chala

Project: Promoting citizen action by developing an android 

mobile application to enable people to identify damaged 

infrastructures, report them and follow up on repairs.

Implemented in: Ivory Coast, Morocco  

CyCy: Internet for all. Anytime. Anywhere

Organisation: Freewire Networks (Pvt) Ltd

Project: Provision of a new wireless hotspot service granting 

free access to a high-speed and reliable Internet service in 

exchange for watching a 30 second commercial.

Implemented in: Zimbabwe

Cape Verde Tourism

Organisation: University Jean Piaget of Cape Verde

Project: Development of a mobile app to provide touristic 

information about Cape Verde.

Implemented in: Cape Verde 

Improvement of aquaculture productivity and income 

of fish farmers in Ghana

Organisation: Farmerline Ltd

Project: Development of a mobile technology platform to 

provide services to farmers enabling relevant and timely 

agricultural information and access to markets. (see page 16 

for more details) 

Implemented in: Ghana 

Grants



13 | 13 | 

CATEGORY: E-DEVELOPMENT

TaxiMobile

Organisation: CarDispo - Novazen

Project: Development of an SMS and web platform linking 

users and taxi drivers in Yaounde, Cameroon.

Implemented in: Cameroon

Millime 

Organisation: Tec4dev

Project: Development of the www.millime.org platform 

to enable Tunisians to make micro donations to certified 

associations.

Implemented in: Tunisia

SmartEco

Organisation: TEN

Project: Development of an online platform that helps 

organisations, communities and individuals to promote and 

market their products in a virtual marketplace.

Implemented in: Tunisia 

Cyber Champion

Organisation: Competences Ltd

Project: Production of a TV game show to educate youth on 

the safe use of the Internet.

Implemented in: Ivory Coast 

School Children Cyber Safety Project

Organisation: Asonga Kuchio Foundation

Project: Use of ICT in safe and secure cyber environments 

and empowering children with online safety knowledge to 

recognise and optimise their full potential using technology. 

Implemented in: Kenya

Citizens’ Jury

Organisation: Beacons Development Foundation

Project: Development of an application designed to drive 

participation amongst citizens across communities to allow 

them to participate actively in the democratic process.

Implemented in: Nigeria 

Problem-based E-learning system development for use 

in agricultural training and extension

Organisation: Masinde Muliro University of Science & 

Technology

Project: Development of a problem-based-e-learning system 

to supplement agricultural training and agricultural extension 

services.

Implemented in: Kenya

You can find more details about these projects at

www.fireafrica.org

Grants



Organisation

University of Zimbabwe

Category

E-Development 

Country

Zimbabwe

	 ww.mynativ.com

Project: Design a Text-to-Speech (TTS) E-learning 

application for a low cost Android tablet to enable 

children in rural Zimbabwe to learn to read using 

their own languages (including Shona) as well as to 

engage children with learning disabilities.

case   study

2013 FIRE GRANT RECIPIENT

Shona Early learner 
reader Android 
application

© Ian Mutamiri/NatiV
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Knowledge Share
The phonetic libraries developed 

for this project are open source and 

available freely for others to utilise on 

any platform.

MAKING IT HAPPEN 

The University of Zimbabwe secured a US$ 10,000 FIRE 

Africa Grant in 2013 to support this ambitious project. The 

grant enabled them to invest in several low-cost Android 

tablets, which were used to test the pilot version of the app, 

NatiV, with a group of 30 schoolchildren. FIRE Africa provided 

mentoring, advice and training as part of its commitment of 

support. 

“Through funding and mentoring, FIRE Africa was 

instrumental in giving us the opportunity to make a difference 

in young people’s lives by using existing technology to create 

a new solution that caters directly to the environment in which 

they are growing,” says Ian Mutamiri, project leader. “Over 

700,000 children in grades 1-3 in Zimbabwe could benefit 

from the NatiV suite of apps, which cost less than US$ 5 

per year per child. Receiving this Grant also enabled us to 

improve our skills and showcase our work to the world as 

well as to network with global partners and innovators.” 

UPDATE 2015 

NatiV now has a proper home in the form of a new Learning 

Center for kids called ‘St. Tropez’ in Harare, Zimbabwe. St. 

Tropez was set up in January 2015 and is an important part 

of the project’s business model to ensure sustainability. The 

design team also enjoys the constant, free interaction with 

children and teachers as they use NatiV, enabling them to 

fine-tune the apps in preparation for the much-anticipated 

countrywide release. The phonetic library for a second 

Zimbabwean native language, Ndebele, is already complete. 

The team has made sure that all its research is easily 

replicable and portable to other “Bantu” languages – and it’s 

all available online for free!

© Ian Mutamiri/NatiV© Ian Mutamiri/NatiV
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2013 FIRE Grant Recipients 
The eleven 2013 Grant recipients each received US$ 10,000.

CATEGORY: INNOVATION ON ACCESS PROVISION

Proof of concept (POC) for an affordable method of 

monitoring ground-level water resources in remote 

areas of Africa

Organisation: Cybernaptics Ltd

Project: Develop a low cost and robust data collection 

system to automate the process of data collection, 

transmission analysis and distribution of data to staff.

Implemented in: Mauritius 

Enhancing access to Kenya’s Agricultural Sciences 

and Technology (AS&T) Information in institutional 

and Kenya Agricultural Information Network (KAINet) 

e-repositories

Organisation: Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI)

Project: Enhance access to an electronic platform that 

allows archiving, dissemination and sharing of Agricultural 

Sciences and Technology content between researchers and 

other stakeholders.

Implemented in: Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, 

Tanzania, Uganda

Uplifting the Community through Technology

Organisation: CommuniNet Ltd

Project: To empower communities through the provision of 

low cost broadband Internet services in Mitchell’s Plain via a 

mesh network and telephony services.

Implemented in: South Africa 

Wireless Mesh Network for Campus Radio, e-learning & 

Communication

Organisation: University of Ilorin, Kwara State Polytechnic 

and Cape Peninsula University of Technology

Project: Setting up of a broadband wireless mesh network 

to be deployed across Kwara Sate Polytechnic for cheap, 

localised campus communication.

Implemented in: Nigeria

Grants

| 16



CATEGORY: E-DEVELOPMENT

SHONA: Early Learner Reader Android Application 

Organisation: University of Zimbabwe

Project: Design an Android E-learning Application (Text to 

speech - TTS) for a low cost Android tablet to allow children 

in rural areas to learn to read using their local language (see 

page 12 for more details). 

Implemented in: Zimbabwe

Enabling access to basic education through 

technology 

Organisation: Network of Non Formal Education Institutions 

(N-NFEI)

Project: Enable children from poor and marginalised 

communities to access quality education through video 

conferencing and a web-based e-learning Basic Education 

Platform. 

Implemented in: Kenya 

The availability and effectiveness of ICT in resolving 

environmental and social-economic challenges in the 

Arusha and Manyara regions, Tanzania 

Organisation: Arusha Technical College

Project: To identify the development, deployment and 

enhancement of network infrastructure, devices and content 

to support information dissemination.

Implemented in: Tanzania

An electronic platform for East African Universities to 

enhance training and research in maternal health and 

gender

Organisation: Uganda Christian University

Project: To foster and enhance electronic information 

gathering and sharing for training and research in maternal 

health and gender in East African universities.

Implemented in: Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda

Grants

© Ian Mutamiri/NatiV
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Organisation

Farmerline 

Category

Access on Innovation  

Country

Ghana

	 www.farmerline.org 

Project: Development of a mobile 

technology platform to provide fish 

farmers, whose access to essential 

agricultural services is limited, with 

relevant and timely agricultural 

information and market access.

MAKING IT HAPPEN 

Farmerline secured a US$ 10,000 FIRE Africa Grant in 2014 

and used it to scale its operations to provide services to 

3,000 farmers throughout the country. The team also ran 

workshops to teach farmers how to use the platform and 

show others how to use it, instilling a sense of self-reliance. 

 

“The objective of this project was to provide fish farmers 

with access to a timely and relevant package of agricultural 

information such as best aquaculture practice, weather 

reporting, finance advice, market prices and market access 

in their own language using a mobile messaging platform,” 

says project leader Attah of Farmerline. “During our first pilot, 

the price at which the farmers sold their fish increased by a 

huge 44% as farmers were better informed about the current 

market price of fish through our voice messaging platform. 

Another important aspect of this project is to enable us to 

collect agricultural data so we can continually improve our 

services and farmers can improve their production.”

UPDATE 2015 

Today, Farmerline provides voice-messaging services to 

an average of around 5,000 unique farmers each month. 

Since its launch, over 200,000 small-scale farmers across 

four countries have been reached and plans are underway 

to expand the service to the cashew and livestock industry. 

Farmerline also facilitates workshops and training courses 

to teach farmers and agricultural workers how to use mobile 

technology as well as how to collect and monitor data.

Improvement of 
aquaculture productivity 
and income in Ghana

2014 FIRE GRANT RECIPIENT

case   study

 © Farmerline.org
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Capacity Building in Information Security: Training the 

end-user

Organisation: Iservices SARL

Project: Providing training in secure practices for day-to-day 

interaction with computers, technology and Internet for end-

users, to enable them to acquire fundamental understanding 

of computer and network security threats.

Implemented in: Togo

Integrated Management System for Continuous 

Medical Education

Organisation: Synergy Informatics 

Project: Enhance access and delivery of Continuous Medical 

Education (CME) material to doctors by developing e-learning 

and m-learning (mobile phone) platforms. 

Implemented in: Kenya

CATEGORY: FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Promoting and monitoring Internet freedoms in Africa 

through the provision of an information repository

Organisation: Collaboration on International ICT Policy in 

East and Southern Africa (CIPESA)

Project: Provision of a one-stop platform for researchers and 

practitioners to access reports and news on Internet rights 

violations.

Implemented in: Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Uganda

Grants

Farmerline Training Course | © Farmerline.org



2014 FIRE Awards Winners 
The four winners from the 2014 FIRE Awards received a cash 

prize of US$ 3,000 and a travel grant to attend the Internet 

Governance Forum (IGF) that took place in Istanbul, Turkey 

in September 2014. At the IGF, the winners were given the 

opportunity to showcase their project in front of a global 

audience, make professional contacts and participate in 

discussions about the future of the Internet.

CATEGORY: INNOVATION IN ACCESS PROVISION

OER4Schools

Organisation: Witaba Foundation

Project: Provision of equal access to knowledge for all and 

promoting the reduction of costs by adopting alternative 

free digital textbooks provided through Open Educational 

Resources (OER).

Implemented in: Kenya

Affaires Mobiles Benin

Organisation: Beninese Agency for the Promotion of 

Commercial Exchanges (ABePEC)

Project: Creation of a platform to link buyers and sellers of 

food products.

Implemented in: Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger

CATEGORY: E-DEVELOPMENT 

MJangale

Organisation: SenMobile

Project: Improve literacy and numeracy skills using mobile 

apps based on the official curriculum and introducing young 

children to coding.

Implemented in: Senegal 

CATEGORY: COMMUNITY CHOICE

Lôr Bouôr

Organisation: ICT4Dev.ci 

Project: Development of an integrated platform to link 

Ivorian agricultural stakeholders together and to provide a 

virtual marketplace to facilitate the supply and demand of 

agricultural products and services.

Implemented in: Ivory Coast 

Awards

| 20
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2013 FIRE Award Winners
The four winners from the 2013 FIRE Awards received a cash 

prize of US$ 3,000 and a travel grant to attend the Internet 

Governance Forum (IGF) that took place in Bali Indonesia 

in October 2013. At the IGF, the winners were given the 

opportunity to showcase their project in front of a global 

audience, make professional contacts and participate in 

discussions about the future of the Internet.

CATEGORY: INNOVATION IN ACCESS PROVISION

Nikohapa Customer Engagement Platform 

Organisation: NikoHapa Ventures Ltd

Project: An online system enabling customers to have 

conversations with their favourite businesses via their mobile 

phone. The platform also enables businesses to engage with 

their customers and reward their loyalty.

Implemented in: Kenya 

EpharmacyNet

Organisation: HSoft Africa, Ltd (Benin)

Project: A system to improve healthcare in Sub-Saharan 

African countries, including pharmaceutical care delivery in 

developing countries using Mobile Virtual Community for 

Telemedicine (MVC4TM) and Mail-Order-Pharmacies (MOP).

Implemented in: Benin

CATEGORY: E-DEVELOPMENT

Make Every Woman Count (MEWC)

Organisation: www.makeeverywomancount.org

Project: Provision of timely and accurate online information, 

resources and tools to support and strengthen the work 

of African women/girls in all areas of social, political and 

economic development (see page 22). 

Implemented in: Guinea-Conakry, all Africa  

Vename

Organisation: Cinetcore

Project: A platform for the promotion, management and sale 

of African ccTLDs using mobile payment (see page 20).

Implemented in: Cote d’Ivoire, Senegal and Mali

In 2013, there were no winning projects in the Freedom of 

Expression Category and the Community Choice vote did not 

take place.

Awards



Organisation

CINETCORE  

Category

E-Development   

Country

Ivory Coast, Senegal and Mali

	 www.vename.ci

Project: VENAME is a platform that facilitates the 

registration of African domain names (ccTLDs) and assists 

African registries in the management and automation of 

domain names for their countries. Crucially, this platform 

offers payment via mobile, which enables many Africans 

whose only option is to pay using their mobile device to 

actively particpate in the digital economy.

Platform for 
the promotion, 
management and sale 
of African ccTLDs via 
mobile payment 

2013 FIRE AWARD WINNER 

case   study

| 22



MAKING IT HAPPEN 

CINETCORE won a US$ 3,000 Fire Award in 2013. It used 

this grant to recruit two developers to evolve the platform, 

purchased two android mobile phones to help develop the 

mobile app, became a FreeNom partner, created a PayPal 

merchant account to enable international payments and 

opened a business bank account. 

“In addition to enabling us to make several business related 

purchases and perform essential development work, we were 

also able to attend entrepreneural workshops organised by 

AFRINIC and ICANN,” says Project Manager Idriss Marcial 

Monthe Djombissie. “We also took part in the Marketing 

Workshop held in Tunisia during the AFRINIC-23 Meeting 

which helped us enormously with this aspect of running 

a business and we are now focusing on putting what we 

learned there into practice.” 

UPDATE 2015 

VENAME is now a fully functioning platform, serving over 80 

customers a month and offering three mobile money payment 

options. CINETCORE has partnerships with six ccTLDs: 

.SN (Senegal) .CI (Ivory Coast) .TG (Togo) .ML (Mali) .GA 

(Gabon) and .CF (Central African Republic) and is in currently 

in discussion with several more. In the coming months, the 

team will focus on implementing a sales and marketing plan 

and hopes to increase its client base to around 150 per 

month by the end of 2016.

As of September 2015, 
CINETCORE has over 
1,320 customers in its 
database and a total of 
2,962 African domain 
names registered.

23 | 



case   study

Organisation 

www.MakeEveryWomanCount.org (MEWC)  

Category

E-Development   

Country

� Guinea-Conakry, All Africa 

www.MakeEveryWomanCount.org

Project: MEWC is a virtual information hub that 

promotes African women’s participation in all aspects 

of development discourse. It’s an African woman-led 

organisation that serves as a mobilising, networking, 

information, advocacy and training platform for African 

women by building African women and girls’ leadership 

capacities to influence policy and decision-making. 

Empowering African 
women and girls 
through the use 
of informative and 
interactive online 
resources

2013 FIRE AWARD WINNER  

| 24



Rainatou Sow, CEO MEWC, was 

nominated as one of the four finalists of 

the first ever African Digital Woman of 

the Year 2013 and was featured in the 

“20 Youngest Power Women in Africa” 

by Forbes Magazine. In March 2014, she 

was also named one of the “20 Young 

Builders of the Africa of Tomorrow” by 

Forbes Magazine and one of the “100 BBC 

Women” in 2013 and 2014.

MEWC and some of their partners at the launch of the MEWC 
2014 report at the African Union Summit in Addis-Ababa, 
Ethiopia, 2014.

MAKING IT HAPPEN 

MEWC received a US$ 3,000 FIRE Award in 2013. 

“The FIRE Award was crucial in helping us to pay for the 

running costs of the organisation for the first trimester 

of 2014, enabling MEWC to continue to promote the 

empowerment of African women’s rights through the use 

of ICT well into the year,” says Rainatou Sow, project 

leader and CEO. “As part of the Award, I was also able to 

attend the Internet Governace Forum (IGF) 2013 in Bali, 

Indonesia, to meet likeminded individuals and promote the 

MEWC platform to a global audience. In May 2014, with a 

huge amount of support from the FIRE Africa team, MEWC 

travelled to the Stockholm Internet Forum where we were 

able to showcase our work and led a panel discussion on 

Women and ICT.”

UPDATE 2015 

The MEWC platform is going from strength to strength, 

continuing to promote the use of the Internet to ensure that 

African women have a real say in all governance institutions, 

as well as in the private sector. In January 2015, MEWC 

launched its Annual Report, which monitors African women’s 

rights in all 55 African countries, at the African Union Summit 

in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia. MEWC has also developed a 

five year strategic plan to develop an infrastructure that 

will accommodate growth and ensure the stability of the 

organisation over time. This will ensure that the organisation 

can continue its work to promote access and use of 

information and communication technologies among African 

women and girls to enable them to develop a thoughtful and 

strategic use of ICTs to improve their life conditions, exercise 

their rights, prevent gender violence, achieve economic 

empowerment and hold governments accountable. 
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Partnership and Sponsorship 
Opportunities
FIRE Africa is actively seeking organisations and individuals 

to support Internet-based innovation in Africa. We have 

a wide range of sponsorship and partnership packages 

available and can tailor packages according to your needs. 

In addition to funding, FIRE Africa’s partners and sponsors 

offer their experiences, advice and regional insight so we are 

constantly aware of innovation initiatives taking place out in 

the community. 

WHY SUPPORT FIRE AFRICA

•	 To help maintain and diversify support for Internet related 

research and development.

•	 To support research, projects and initiatives that can foster 

Internet growth and economic development throughout 

the region.

•	 To facilitate information exchange, information 

dissemination and networking throughout Africa.

DEFINE HOW YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS USED 

FIRE Africa offers flexibility in contribution allocation, enabling 

partners and sponsors to define how their contributions 

will be used across a wide range of development projects, 

geographical areas and activities:

•	 Grants: Given to local organisations to design and test 

technical solutions to local ICT and socio-economic issues.

•	 Awards: Acknowledge the contributions to Internet 

development made by ongoing initiatives.

•	 Mentoring: To help prospective applicants throughout the 

application process to prepare better submissions and to 

help selected project leaders with their on-gong work.

•	 Networking: Enabling fledgling projects to share 

information and experiences during the funding period and 

beyond.

For more information on sponsorship and partnership 

packages, please contact us at: fireprogram@afrinic.net or 

check out www.fireafrica.org/sponsorship_oppurtunity.

Support 
FIRE Africa  

In 2015, FIRE Africa 
received a $50,000 
donation from Google.
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create. 
enable. 
connect.

www.fireafrica.org

Calling all African Innovators and 
Entrepreneurs
Have you got a great idea? Does it use ICT to solve an issue in 

your community? If your ideas are aligned with one of our funding 

categories, you could have the chance to win a FIRE Africa Award 

or receive a FIRE Africa Grant. Check www.fireafrica.org for more 

information on how to apply. 
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Thanks to all of our sponsors and partners for their generous 
contributions and steady support.

Contact

AFRINIC - FIRE AFRICA SECRETARIAT

11th Floor, Raffles Tower, 

Cybercity Ebene, Mauritius.

Tel	 +230 403 51 00     

Fax	 +230 466 67 58     

Skype	 skype2afrinic     

Mail	� contact@afrinic.net 

fireprogram@afrinic.net

Web	 www.afrinic.net

	 www.fireafrica.org

Twitter	 @afrinic

Facebook	 www.facebook.com/afrinic


